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Open Space Plan:  CAC’s were created by New York State to advise municipalities on the preservation and protection of their natural resources. The Hurley CAC, in accord with this commission, in 2011 published a 42-page Open Space Plan describing why open space is essential to maintaining Hurley’s rural character and listing eight areas that the CAC considers worthy of being preserved. A public meeting was held on May 16 which brought out about 50 Hurley residents. Most of the audience was in favor of the plan, but a couple of residents were worried about their property being seized. The CAC strongly emphasized that no land would be taken, that any land would only be protected with the owners’ full permission and cooperation. An article about the meeting was in the September issue of the Town newsletter. The CAC is currently attempting to have the Town Board attach the Open Space Plan to the Town Comprehensive Plan which stresses goals of maintaining the rural character of the town and protecting open space. The Plan is on the Hurley web site along with other CAC reports.
Turbidity: Because the New York City Department of Environmental Protection had been sending vast amounts of turbid water into the Esopus, the CAC in April began measuring the creek’s turbidity at least monthly using a simple technique involving a Secchi device and waders. These DEP releases are continuing; since September they have been dumping 600,000 thousand gallons a day of polluted water into the creek causing it to overflow and turn an ugly brown color. The CAC results are being forwarded to relevant parties.
Creek Week: In 2010 the CAC participated in the county’s First Annual Creek Week with an aquatic ecology session for youngsters held in the Esopus. It was quite successful and plans were well along for a repeat in 2011. However, the date was set for what turned out to be just after Hurricane Irene and the creek then reached well over flood stage. Also, because of the turbidity, the Esopus was too muddy to see anything so the event unfortunately had to be cancelled. The CAC plans to try again to hold a Creek Week event in 2012.
Scenic Byway: Hurley is part of The Catskill Mountain Scenic Byway proposed project which includes both Route 28 and 28A. In November, project coordinator Peter Manning, Regional Planner of The Catskill Center, spoke at the CAC meeting of this community planning process. He said that Hurley was of particular importance to the project because it is the Byway’s gateway. Supervisor Bellows and Deputy Supervisor Briggs also attended the presentation. Hurley CAC member and the town’s representative to the project, Melinda McKnight, wrote an article about it in the December Town newsletter.
Biodiversity Study: Preparations began on a “BioBlitz” which the CAC plans on conducting this spring on the 32-acre property on Walton Lane which is one of the areas the Open Space Plan recommends on preserving. This study will be done in coordination with The Catskill Center for Conservation and Development which owns the property and hopes to turn it into an area with trails for the public to use. A BioBlitz would involve community residents and ecology experts trying to see how many different species of flora and fauna they can find on the property within a certain time frame. A goal would be to highlight the importance of protecting the biodiversity of this important space and possibly could lead to similar projects on other sites included in the Open Space Plan.

West Hurley School: In a letter to the superintendent of the Onteora Central School District, the CAC outlined hopes that the West Hurley School might be turned into a building useful for the community such as a daycare or community center and to see the surrounding 36 acres become a park. This area is one of those proposed in the Open Space Plan to be preserved. The superintendent replied that they were hiring a consultant for “guidance about future planning for all of our facilities.”

Hudsonia: In 2008 this nonprofit did an ecological mapping study of much of the woodland of Old Hurley. Gretchen Stevens of Hudsonia in June presented the CAC with a proposal to continue and enlarge this study to encompass all of Hurley. Hudsonia is currently doing such a study in Woodstock.

Planning: At the CAC’s March meeting, Dennis Doyle and Jennifer Schwartz-Berky of the Ulster County Planning Department spoke about the resources that this department can offer Hurley. They were particularly interested in having town residents join in to discuss the future they envision for Hurley. 
Richard Grossman: In November a valuable member of the CAC died much too young. Richard Grossman, who lived on Stone Road, not only contributed much information and insight to the CAC, but was one of the area’s leading opponents of hydrofracking. As such, he chaired many meetings throughout the state and lectured often. He was also well known nationally with an obituary appearing in the Washington Post.
