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Freeman, Dec. 4 – Onteora school district administrators are looking into options for the West Hurley school building, vacant since 2004. Currently, it is costing them $65,000 per year to maintain the property which a real estate firm has valued at $800,000. The 36-acres surrounding the school are part of the Hurley CAC’s Open Space Plan and would make an excellent and much-needed West Hurley town park.

Freeman, Dec. 22 – The Onteora Superintendent said that increased restrictions in the state could bankrupt the system and Onteora could be one of 300 NY districts to declare insolvency in the next few years. Among the district’s efforts to reduce debt is seeking to have bonding issues with the vacant West Hurley school resolved so that it can be sold.

Freeman, Dec. 8 – This year the U.S. had had more billion-dollar weather disasters, even after adjusting for inflation, than any other year in its history—with weeks still to go. Tornados, floods, snow, drought, heat, wildfire and, of course, Hurricane Irene were factors in the twelve listed so far. Scientists blame this on a combination of climate change and “freak chance.”
Freeman, Dec. 12 -- EPA officials say that considerably more PCB-laden material should be dredged from the Hudson in 2012 than this year. Some cubic 363,000 cubic yards of material was dredged this year – 13,000 more than expected – and the 2012 goal is 450,000 cubic yards in a 40-mile stretch from Fort Edward to the Troy Dam.
Freeman, Dec. 15 – Woodstock’s Town Board has banned the importation of wastewater from fracking wells for their wastewater treatment plant and for use on town roads and has encouraged neighboring towns to do the same. The town’s resolution said that this water could end up in local water systems. 

Freeman, Dec. 16 – The habitat mapping project which the non-profit Hudsonia is doing for the entire town of Woodstock is more than half done and should be completed within a year. A Hudsonia spokeswoman said, “Our goal is to provide information on animals and habitats of conservation concern so that information can be used toward future land-use planning in such a way that mitigates harm to the most sensitive areas.” She added that Woodstock is fortunate to have extensive, unfragmented forests that help provide a safe environment for many animals. 

NYTimes, Dec. 16 – NYS’s highest court, the Court of Appeals has ruled that state environmental regulators under the Superfund program could seek to require companies responsible for pollution to restore the areas to the condition they were in before the contamination occurred. This could broaden the uses to which the site could have.

Freeman, Dec. 17 – Kingston plans to conduct an environmental impact study of the Rondout waterfront which will consider such topics as impacts of development on traffic, animals, vegetation, utilities and water. Such a study will cost $400,000 and be paid for with state grants secured by the city over the past four years.

Freeman, Dec. 18 – Ulster County Executive Michael Hein and Riverkeeper have filed a petition with DEC to stop NYC from making unregulated releases of turbid water into the Esopus. This, they say, is a precursor to a lawsuit. “Local officials say the excessive turbidity in the water causes environmental damage and the amount of water being released causes erosion that worsens flooding. They also want the reservoir void to be larger than 10%.” In response, the DEP asked of Mr. Hein, “Does he want the flood protection for downstream towns like Hurley and Ulster? Considering the damage from Irene and Lee, any action to restrict the use of the channel is not only perplexing, it could also be dangerous.”

Freeman, Dec. 19 – The Kingston city engineer says that no used hydrofracking fluid will be coming to the city’s sewage treatment plant even though DEC lists the plant as capable of handling the toxic fluid. 

Freeman, Dec. 20—The Ashokan Watershed Stream Management Program officials have announced a stream management conference for April 21 in the Bearsville Theater with a theme of flood mitigation. Suggestions that will make the conference relevant are welcome.

Freeman, Dec. 20 – The Woodstock Town Board has approved the inoculation of a white ash tree on the Comeau property to determine if the treatment can prevent damage from the Emerald Ash Borer.

Freeman, Dec. 20 – Seattle has banned single-use plastic bags from groceries and other retail stores. A nickel fee will be charged for a bag and low-income people who can show eligibility for food assistance will be exempt. 

Freeman, Dec. 21 – The departing Woodstock Town Supervisor said that the best things that happened in the past year were the work of various task forces such as the Beautification Task Force. He said task forces are a great way for citizens to participate in town activities without having to commit for many years on the town’s permanent committees.

Freeman, Dec. 22 – For the first time the EPA has adopted new national standards forcing power plants to control mercury, arsenic and other toxic pollutants. These plants include the Danskammer and Roseton generating plants in Newburgh. These rules rein in the largest remaining source of uncontrolled toxic pollutants in the U.S.

Freeman, Dec. 22 –DEP has finished repairs on the Gilboa Dam spillway which were damaged by Irene, but a scheduled $350 million upgrade of the dam continues.

Freeman, Dec. 22 – Senator Schumer says that the Esopus must be deepened where it meets the Hudson so that the Coast Guard cutter Wire is not forced to relocate. If the cutter relocates and the shipping lanes are thus not cleared of ice as quickly as before, Schumer said it could delay shipments of home heating oil to the area and raise prices. He added that DEP’s recent added turbidity as well as debris and sediment caused by the flooding in the creek has contributed to the problem. The depth of the creek at the Saugerties lighthouse has been reduced by 2.3 feet to 4.4 feet.  A DEP spokesman said that the Ashokan releases are not the cause of the creek becoming shallow because “the type of sediments that cause turbidity are microscopic.”

Freeman, Dec. 22 – DEC has purchased 600 acres in West Park for $1.29 million from Scenic Hudson and dedicated the land as the Black Creek State Forest. The park now becomes part of a trail system covering three parcels.

Freeman, Dec. 22 – Groundwater contamination beneath the 88-acre former Woodstock landfill is declining so much 13 years after the landfill was closed that the Town is considering alternate uses for the site, including establishing an organics recycling program where residents could bring their kitchen scraps and have them turned into compost.

Freeman, Dec. 23 – Local government officials, including Supervisor Gary Bellows; environmental watchdogs, including Riverkeeper; and farmer John Gill are urging DEC to make the release of water from the Ashokan into the Esopus subject to a state permit. The Riverkeeper attorney said that DEP is allowed to pollute the Esopus without any accountability to state law. The permit which DEC issued last October for the release of up to a million gallons a day was only a temporary one and has local officials have since withdrawn their support for it, saying DEP has not acted in good faith in mitigating flooding. 

Freeman, Dec. 23 – The New Paltz Town Board has adopted a revised wetlands and watercourse law intended to prevent “unreasonable, uncontrolled and unnecessary” destruction of wildlife habitats, drainage control areas and drinking water sources. The law applied to waterbodies and wetlands exceeding one-tenth of an acre.

Freeman, Dec. 25 – The Catskill Watershed Corp. has established a $2.5 million Stream Corridor Protection Debris Removal Program for the removal of flood debris. Grants may be provided to municipalities or individual property owners.

The Nature Conservancy Magazine – The President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology has issued a report, “Sustaining Environmental Capital: Protecting Society & the Economy” which calls on the government to create incentives to spur businesses to think about environmental assets. “Without a premium given to benefits for future generations, the desire to make a quick buck will too commonly outweigh even the most exhaustive ecosystem service invoice.”
Independent Study, Dec. – The estimated dollar value of a volunteer hour for NYS is $27.17, the highest of any state. This value is based on the average wage of non-management workers. Maybe someone could figure out how much committee volunteers contribute to Hurley yearly. 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, fall 2011 – The Lab’s feeder study has found that the ten most seen birds in the Northeast are chickadees, dark-eyed juncos, mourning doves, downy woodpeckers, blue jays, goldfinches, cardinals, white-breasted nuthatches, house finches & tufted titmice.

Open Space Institute, fall 2011 – OSI has released a report entitled “Private Lands, Public Benefits” which is intended to help area decision-makers to direct development in appropriate ways. This may help towns increase prosperity without negatively affecting wildlife, agricultural and recreational resources. It states that Hurley has 23,091 privately owned acres with some 15% or 3,568 acres in Preferred Growth Areas. It suggests that further refinements are necessary at the town level before exact areas are mapped, but states that development should be directed to take advantage of existing and planned infrastructure, roads and schools as well as water and sewer lines.
NYTimes – How your plastic water bottle becomes a Polartec fleece: 1) Recycled plastic bottles are sorted by color, cleaned and chopped into flakes; 2) the flakes are melted into pellets which again are melted and forced through a spinner to create yarn; 3) the yarn, by way of a circular knitter, is turned into cloth which is washed, dyed and split down the middle creating a flat piece; 4) this goes through a brushing process making the cloth soft and fuzzy which is sheared, making the cloth an even height; 5) it is ready for use in making hundreds of products. 
The Architectural History & Guide to Ulster County –The introduction to the town states that a 1920’s writer claimed that Hurley “is just as Dutch as Dutch can be, Dutch in its people, Dutch in its houses, Dutch in its looks. With characteristic Dutch conservatism, Hurley has slumbered on through its more than two and a half centuries, little changed in its outward appearances and tucked away in a backwater, past which the swirling eddies of feverish American progress have raced.”
A Journey Through the Lower Esopus Creek – The rich bottomlands of the Hurley Flats have been farmed for nearly 700 years. Currently, they are mostly planted in sweet corn which replaces dairy. The largest farm is the 1,200 acre Gill Corn Farm “which sells its corn wholesale nationwide and employs approximately 100 migrant laborers”. “These farms along the lower Esopus Creek are a great resource, helping preserve Ulster County’s distinctive rural character, maintaining a centuries-old tradition, and contributing to the economy.”

