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Kingston Times, October 27 – The Rail Trail Committee of the Kingston Land Trust is working on creating a number of trails, including one to connect to the Hurley Rail Trail. To help with this they have received a $10,000 grant from the Greenway which matches a similar Community Development Block Grant. They have also received $12,500 for public outreach from the Land Trust Alliance. “The Hurley Rail Trail ends on Route 209, but another informal path leads from there up to the Super 8 Motel, not far from the traffic circle, meandering along the Esopus Creek past bird-rich marshlands. Although particularly this year, the trail is often partially flooded, it also can be easily accessed.”
Freeman, October 31 – “A prominent physicist and skeptic of global warming spent two years trying to find out if mainstream climate scientists were wrong. In the end, he determined they were right. Temperatures really are rising rapidly.”

Freeman, November 4 – “The global output of heat-trapping carbon dioxide jumped by the biggest amount on record, the U.S. Dept. of Energy calculated, a sign of how feeble the world’s efforts are at slowing man-made global warming. The new figures for 2010 mean that levels of greenhouse gases are higher than the worst case scenario outlines by climate experts just four years ago.”

Freeman, November 11 – A panel of top international climate experts said the world needs to get ready for more dangerous and “unprecedented extreme weather” caused by climate change. Without preparedness, weather extremes may overwhelm some locations, making them uninhabitable.

Freeman, November 17 – DEC’s Regional Director Willie Janeway says that although there have been harmful effects from DEP’s water releases into the Esopus, there is no time table to reduce the turbidity levels. A DEC permit issued to DEP allows up to one billion gallons of turbid water to be released PER DAY from the Ashokan. Ulster County Executive Michael Hein said, “There’s a watershed, but below it, what they refer to as the waste channel we refer to as the Lower Esopus.”
Freeman, November 17 – Dozens of scientists from acclaimed area universities have issued a 600-page report entitled, “Responding to Climate Change in New York State,” Funded by the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA), the report divides the state into problems by regions. For the Catskill Mountains and Hudson Valley area, it lists such probable issues as 1) Spruce/fir forests will disappear from the mountains, 2) Popular apple varieties such as Macintosh and Empire will decline, 3) Winter recreation will decline while summer opportunities will increase, 4) Hemlock woody adelgid will destroy trees, 5) Native brook trout will decline. In addition to substantial changes which have already occurred, by 2050, according to the study, yearly temperatures will increase up to 5% and precipitation up to 10%.  The report includes the steps which each town can take to adapt to these changes. To see the 53-page synthesis report, Google ClimAID.
About Town, Fall – A long article on Scenic Hudson’s evolving role points out that the organization’s responsibility for preserving thousands of acres through conservation easements has not been easy. Still, “they argue that suburban style development destroys not just the natural environment, but the tourism and agriculture that are the main motors of economic activity in the valley.” 

Excerpt from A Journey Through the Lower Esopus Creek – “The farmers depended on the labor of African-American slaves to cultivate their fields as well as perform other tasks. Because their land holdings were relatively small, each farmer had from two to four slaves.” After the Civil War, “Undoubtedly a few [freed slaves] ended up at Eagle’s Nest, the community of displaced American Indians, army deserters, and former black slaves located on a remote mountain top off Hurley Mountain Road.”

