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Freeman, Sept. 10 – NYS has approved a contract for DEC to purchase 1,200 environmentally sensitive acres next to Belleayre. The cost will be $5.6 million and include protection of the property. This would allow the Gitter resort project next to this acreage to proceed to the next step which would be DEC’s approval under the SEQR Act plus approval from Ulster and Delaware counties.

Freeman, Sept. 14 – Work on leaks in NYC’s Catskill Aqueduct will force the Village of New Paltz to find alternative water sources for its 7,300 customers. Work is to begin in 2013 and will include a number of ten-week complete shutdowns until 2018 on the village water system which is supplied by NYC sources and a village-owned reservoir. In addition, in mid-September the Village issued a two-day boil water alert.
Freeman, Sept. 15 – Sixteen Ulster County farmers provided county officials with a view of crop losses from the tropical storms hoping it would lead to an agricultural disaster declaration.  The farmers estimated that 1,602 of 3,381 acres used for vegetable production in the county were lost. This added up to about $5 million in crops plus $1.5 million in infrastructures. Hurley farmer John Gill said that did not even include such products as grain. 
Freeman, Sept. 24 – A letter from the co-chairs of the New Paltz Environmental Conservation Board stated that they endorsed the Town’s proposed Wetland and Watercourse Protection Law because it “is the outcome of many years of careful deliberation” and “is a reasonable and balanced compromise between the public interest of all residents in preserving invaluable and irreplaceable natural assets, and the private interest of individuals being able to subdivide or build on their land.” 

Freeman, Sept. 27 – Development rights to some 700 acres of farmland in Red Hook, Clermont and Germantown have been acquired through funding from the federal Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program, Scenic Hudson, and the town of Red Hook through a voter initiative.

Freeman, Sept. 28 – Long-term regulations are being drawn to balance the interests of NYC and the towns along the Esopus. Hurley Building Inspector Glenn Hoffstatter said DEP is trying to bring down the level of the Ashokan to 90% of capacity to make room for future storms. Currently, DEP has no specific regulations for the handling of reservoir releases. A working group representing the communities along the Lower Esopus and environmental groups is trying to balance the need for clear water with the need for flood control.

NY Times, Oct. 1 – “Scientists have figured out — with the precise numbers deduced only recently — that forests have been absorbing more than a quarter of the carbon dioxide that people are putting into the air by burning fossil fuels and other activities. It is an amount so large that trees are effectively absorbing the emissions from all the world’s cars and trucks. Without that disposal service, the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere would be rising faster. The gas traps heat from the sun, and human emissions are causing the planet to warm. Yet the forests have only been able to restrain the increase, not halt it. And some scientists are increasingly worried that as the warming accelerates, trees themselves could become climate-change victims on a massive scale. ‘At the same time that we’re recognizing the potential great value of trees and forests in helping us deal with the excess carbon we’re generating, we’re starting to lose forests,’ said Thomas W. Swetnam, an expert on forest history at the University of Arizona.”
Freeman, Oct. 2 – The NYS Public Service Commission is requiring utilities such as Central Hudson and Verizon to review their responses to the tropical storms Irene and Lee. Responses are due by November 15. A NYS legislator said, “It was reported to me that some Verizon Central Station emergency generators ran out of gas in two hours rather than the eight hours they were supposed to run. The lack of electricity resulted in the failure of the air-drying fans and the subsequent water contamination of the transmission lines. This contamination resulted in the failure of telephone service and extended periods of outages.”

Freeman, Oct. 3 – Volunteers are planting more than 2,500 native trees and shrubs along  8,000 feet of streams and rivers in the Hudson Valley through its Hudson River Estuary Trees for Tribs program. This will help to reduce pollution from entering waterways, reduce flooding and erosion by stabilizing streambanks and absorbing high velocity flows.
Freeman, Oct. 13 – The Ulster County Planning Department has reviewed Woodstock’s proposed Wetlands and Watercourse Law and the Town Board is now reviewing their report. One area of contention is the minimum size of a protected wetland. 
Freeman, Oct. 21 -- The Town Board is expected to set the minimum size of protected wetlands at one-tenth of an acre to conform to U.C. Planning Dept. regulations. Town wetlands inspector Peter Cross said that recent storms have shown how important it is to preserve wetlands as a preventative measure against flood damage.
Kingston Times, Oct. 13 – The Open Space Institute has acquired the 119-acre, 495-foot-high Joppenbergh Mountain in Rosendale. This will make it a forever-protected open space and a recreational resource. It will be conveyed to the Wallkill Valley Land Trust which will manage the property for public use.

Freeman, Oct. 14 – The Hudson River Valley Greenway has honored Dutchess County Executive Steinway for achieving many of the environmental goals he set 12 years ago. In 1999 Steinway said, “My goal is to provide an attractive program of economic development initiatives, open space connections, trail networks, protection measures for important farmlands, scenic road recommendations and design guidelines for future development.”

NYTimes, Oct. 16 – In a News Analysis, the Times said that although nearly every nation in the world accepts climate change as a pressing problem, “America has turned agnostic on the issue.” Britain’s special representative for climate change stated, “In the U.K., in Europe, in most places I travel to – but not in the U.S. – the starting point for conversation is that this is real, there are clear and present dangers, so let’s get a move on and respond.” Americans produce twice the emissions per capita that Europeans do. The European Union is largely on target to meet its goal of reducing emissions by at least 20% over 1990 levels by 2020, and India and China are now pursuing aggressive climate policies. “Scientists agree that extreme weather events will be more severe and frequent on a warming planet, and insurance companies have already documented an increase.”
Freeman, Oct. 18 – Two environmental groups state that if Indian Point suffered a nuclear accident such as the one in Japan, up to 5.6 million people would be put at an increased risk for cancer. The plant’s owner denied this.

Freeman, Oct. 19 – The unopposed prospective Town Supervisor of Marbletown, Michael Warren, has stated that as a top priority would be maintaining the rural character of Marbletown and promoting agriculture and open space.

Freeman, Oct. 21 – NYS has issued interim orders governing the release of turbid waters from the Ashokan. Recent releases were based on conversations with town supervisors afraid of a possible flood, but not, as required, in consultation with county officials. The Ashokan is to have a 10% void in capacity between Oct. 14 and March 15 to mitigate flooding along the Lower Esopus. Releases are to be from the parts of the west basin with the lowest turbidity and limited to one billion gallons a day during the winter and 300 million gallons a day during the summer. 

Freeman, Oct. 22 – Some $3.6 million has been allocated as a second round of funding to buy out homeowners through the Catskill Flood Remediation Program. This amount provided through equal contributions from the state and DEP will go towards those homes affected by constant flooding from a breach in the NYC aqueduct under Wawarsing.
National Wildlife, Oct/Nov – “Temperate and boreal forests store a lot of carbon; as much, if not more, carbon per acre than some tropical forests. The estimate is that U.S. forests are mopping up 10 to 15 percent of U.S. emissions of CO2. ”Forest Service data shows that death of trees from insect attacks has jumped three-fold in the last decade. Many scientists reason that the underlying culprit may be climate change which stresses trees and makes them less able to withstand attacks by disease and insects.
Scenic Hudson newsletter Fall 2011 – So far this year Scenic Hudson has hosted or participated in groundbreaking at five new or enhanced parks in the Hudson Valley. One of these is the 168-acre Falling Waters Preserve in Saugerties containing three miles of trails.
Wallkill Valley Land Trust newsletter, Fall 2011 – Some 70 acres of historic farmland along the Wallkill River has been converted into a conservation easement. The property with its vast population of birds and native plants serves as a locale for the Land Trust’s popular “Walks and Talks” series.

Nature Conservancy Fall issue – The organization estimates that 6,734,188 homes in New York have the potential to be powered annually by wind.

New York News from AARP – The NYS legislature has passed the “Complete Streets” law which requires state, county and local transportation engineers to take pedestrians and cyclists into account when they design a road. This may include paved shoulders for bicycles, longer crossing signals and the addition of crosswalks. The bill passed unanimously and will take effect early next year. This was passed in part because by 2045 people 60 and over will outnumber those under 15 for the first time.

Hammacher Schlemmer catalog – For $75,000 you can buy a 9-foot-long, three-wheeled toy green tricycle that will speed up to 50mph with a range of 400 miles on an 8.5-gallon fuel tank. Is anyone interested?
