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New York Times, August 8 – The population of the Hudson Valley is growing more than twice as fast as that of the rest of the state – 5.8% over the past decade, compared with 2.1% for New York State and New York City.

Kingston Times, August 11 – The aim of the Town of Ulster’s Comprehensive Plan Implementation Committee is to take the plan and “translate it into working language in the town code so that this can be a living document,” according to Town Supervisor Quigley. “What we need to do is interpret the ideas and the goals and visions that are in that document into practical language that would help accomplish the tasks and the processes that were set forth in that plan and bring them into reality.”

Kingston Times, August 11 – Earlier this year, Riverkeeper’s testing of the Hudson River showed that various points in Ulster County had a level of bacteria way beyond EPA’s acceptable levels. However, July numbers almost everywhere were well within acceptable levels. The reason for this was that there was no rain within five days preceding the samples and therefore much less sewage-tainted storm water runoff. 

Kingston Times, August 11 – “The towns of Marbletown, Plattekill, Gardiner, and Hurley account for nearly 16% of the county’s population, but do not contain a single subsidized housing unit. 

Freeman, August 18 – DEP has purchased 1,655 acres of land and conservation easements in the Catskills, including Ulster County, to protect NYC’s upstate watershed. A total of 19 parcels and easements were acquired for $4.4 million and ranging in size from 5 to 288 acres. Over the past 14 years nearly 1,400 landowners have signed purchase contracts for 120,000 acres. 

DEP Press Release, August 17 – Carter H. Strickland, Jr. is the latest DEP Commissioner. He is a lawyer with nearly two decades of experience in environmental policy and law in the New York metropolitan region, most recently serving as Deputy Commissioner for Sustainability at the Department of Environmental Protection. He also helped draft the DEP’s new strategic plan, which aims to make the agency the safest, most efficient, cost-effective and transparent water utility in the nation.

Freeman, August 24 – “Town Conservation Advisory Council members hope a planned Sept. 17 Creek Week presentation by environmental professor David Yozzo will help residents develop an appreciation for how much life exists in the Esopus Creek.” The stream ecology workshop is designed for youngsters aged approximately 8-12 and will begin at 10 a.m. Signups are available in Town Hall or just show up.  We will meet in the Town Hall parking lot.

Kingston Times, August 25 – The New Paltz planning board approved a plan whereby the Mohonk Mountain House and the Open Space Institute will dedicate 874 acres as open space. 

National Wildlife, August/September – According to the EPA, the average U.S. household used about 30% of its water in outdoor uses. It adds that using native plants appropriate for a property can reduce outdoor water use by 20-30%.

Excerpt from A Journey Through the Lower Esopus Creek – “The fertile bottomlands, which stretch from Tongore Road in Marbletown northeast to Saugerties, are among the richest in the state. It was these alluvial soils, cleared and planted with maize by the Lenape that first attracted Dutch settlers to the area in the mid-17th century. Cultivation of maize along the Esopus Creek occurred around 1,350 A.D.”

